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Dear Friends,

 

It is my pleasure, once again, to present the SafePet

Ottawa Annual Report. Our 2018-2019 fiscal year was

another year of demand and need, as well as successes

and change. 

 

Over this past year we have worked hard to develop new

and strengthen existing partnerships and relationships

with shelters, hospitals, transitional housing programs and

D A Y N A  D E S M A R A I S ,  P R E S I D E N T
S A F E P E T  O T T A W A

Dayna Desmarais

MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT

more to be able to continue to serve as many families as possible. We now support more than

26 organizations - we could not do this without your support.

 

We are actively working on securing external funding to be able to expand our program to help more

people in other cities across Canada. The number of families staying in or delaying leaving their abusers

across Canada is not acceptable. Together we can see that number start to shrink. The SafePet Ottawa

Board of Directors voted this year to expand the parameters where SafePet Ottawa can help by offering

the program to those accessing Transitional Housing Support Programs. By doing this, we hope to see

more families fleeing to safety.

 

We were fortunate this year to have a brave  survivor  come forward to share her story to inspire others.

To hear Nathalie's brave story please visit our YouTube page. 

 

The month of November is Domestic Violence Awareness Month. This year on November 2nd SafePet

Ottawa will host its 4th Annual Fundraiser Ball, once again to be held at the Ottawa Marriott in the Grand

Victoria Ballroom. This event has become our signature fundraising event and we are thrilled to share the

evening with our volunteers, supporters, donors, survivors, and foster homes. I hope you will join us there

to celebrate the wins, and look forward to the future. We sure have accomplished a lot, but there is a

long way to go.

 

As we look forward, I want to thank everyone who has donated, volunteered, fostered and shared on

social media. Because you are saving lives. Our work is not possible without many, many dedicated

people. 

 

Thank you!
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WHO ARE WE?

M I S S I O N
To remove one of the barriers for people fleeing domestic
violence by offering a foster based program to care for their
pets.

V I S I O N
To ensure that any person who needs to leave a situation of
domestic violence will never need to decide between
protecting themselves and protecting their pets. 

P R O G R A M
SafePet Ottawa is a grass-roots charity that helps survivors
of domestic/gender-based violence flee to safety by
ensuring they are never forced to decide between
abandoning their pets with their abuser, surrendering them
to an animal shelter or staying in the abusive relationship.
Victims come from all socioeconomic backgrounds: women,
men, children, teens, young adults and members of the
LGBTQ2+ community.
 
When animals come into the SafePet Ottawa Program they
are immediately evaluated by one of our veterinarians,
checked for signs of abuse and all necessary vaccinations
and immediate health care is provided. All veterinary care
needed while in our program is provided at no cost to the
families. They are then placed into a foster home and
provided with the necessary supplies for a comfortable stay
for the duration of time their family is seeking safe
housing.When animals leave our program, they are reunited
with their families and given the supplies needed to ensure
a smooth transition home.
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PROGRAM IMPACT

In 2019 we saw many of the animals who had remained with us though much of 2018 reunited with
their families. The joy in these reunions is beautiful to see. For intakes completed during the 2019
fiscal year, 68% of our foster animals stayed with their foster homes for up to three months, with 32%
staying for 3-6 months, 6% staying up to 12 months, and the final 3% remaining in our care at the end
of the fiscal year. SafePet Ottawa does not place any limits on the amount of time that an owner is
able to access the SafePet program. As long as they are working with one of our partner
organizations to seek safe, stable housing we will continue to care for their animals. Our foster homes
provide stories and photo updates to the animal’s owners to keep them connected to their pets. The
fosters who take the animals into their homes commit to fully caring for these animals as a part of
their family. They provide the unique kind of love that helps heal foster animals in a way that can only
be found with a loving family.
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PROGRAM IMPACT CONT.

Dogs and cats continue to be the
most common pet we care for, but
throughout the years we have taken
in rabbits, snakes and tarantulas, just
to name a few. The goal here being
that no pet should be left behind. In
the table to the right you will see the
comparison done by species
regarding number of intake.

When we examine the total animals
brought in and families accessing our
program each year, we have
historically seen an increase in
demand every other year, as
depicted in the table to the left. Due
to the nature of our services,
predicting future demand is
challenging, however we continue to
see increased education and
awareness around our services. We
look forward to helping families
across the Ottawa area and
expanding our organizational model
across Canada.
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I brought one of Jasmines favourite toys with me to the shelter and I fell asleep every night with her

teddy because I missed her so much. I had a very difficult time coping, with being away from

Jasmine. The first three nights I was in the shelter were the most difficult. I was willing to give up my

safety and go back to my abuser because I wanted her back so badly. But I knew that she was safe

in the SafePet program and I knew that giving up my safety would mean giving up her safety too. 

 

I wondered about her every day, I spoke to a SafePet representative who assured me she was doing

well in her foster home. I got letters from the fosters with pictures about once a month and I loved

receiving them. Knowing she was safe was the only way I was able to leave and not go back. I was

able to drop off some items at the vet for Jasmine for her birthday and asked that they read her the

card. They sent me pictures of her with her birthday toys. It was so important to me to see that she

was happy. Her expressions said it all. One of the things that really eased my mind a lot was to know

that SafePet made sure that Jasmine had everything she needed. I am forever grateful that SafePet

was there when I needed them. I couldn’t have done it without any of you, I’d still be with him if it

weren’t for all of you. 

I couldn’t take it anymore. I was calling shelters, every day,

multiple times a day asking for a spot for me and for Jasmine.

That’s when they told me about SafePet Ottawa, I had no idea

that this existed. I just knew that she had to come with me,

because if she couldn’t there was no way I was leaving her

behind. This wasn’t her fault. At the time, she was 12 years old

and I have had her since she was a puppy.

 

When we arrived at the vet clinic, they were ready for us, they

were fantastic. After the intake we had to say our temporary

goodbyes. We had to leave because the foster family would be

arriving to pick her up soon.
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YOUR GIFTS AT WORK

~ Natalie, a survivor



RESOURCES

Below are the final unaudited numbers from our 2019 fiscal year, which represents the period from
June 1, 2018 to May 31, 2019.

Page 7

Relative to 2018, 2019 saw an increase in donations of 44%. In addition to this increase in private donations, we are
proud to highlight that we saw an increase in our annual gala fundraising of 342%. As explained earlier in this
report, we have a goal of eventually expanding our program to a national level. In order to progress towards this
goal, we found it necessary to improve and formalize certain internal policies and procedures, which resulted in
an increase to our administrative expenses, namely professional legal fees regarding new contracts that we are in
the process of implementing with our veterinary partners. On an overall basis, our direct animal expenses were
similar to 2018, however, we did see a transition in the mix between veterinary expenses and foster supplies. It is
important to note that we are very fortunate to have generous supporters and donors who help us by donating
supplies, food and financial contributions ensuring that we keep our costs as low as possible. Due to the nature of
our program expenses, it is difficult to predict the timing in which our funds will be needed. The decrease in
veterinary expenses was mainly driven by timing, as we spent over $4,000 on animal program expenses in the
first month of the 2020 fiscal year. We are proud of our strict fiscal management and tireless volunteers who
operate SafePet Ottawa with no financial compensation. Our financial goal as a not-for-profit organization is to
continue to grow our income through funding and private donations in order to fund our ever-expanding need to
service our program.



RESOURCES CONT.
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WHAT ARE
THE STATS

Research into the Violence Link is only

becoming more  prevalent. Dr. Amy

Fitzgerald, of the University of Windsor,

is continuing her research into the

Violence Link and how it intersects in a

number of different ways with

law  enforcement, social work, animal

welfare etc. 

 

Below are some of the recent statistics

from her studies as well as a statistic

from the Canadian Centre for Child

Protection:

 

89% of participants report their

abusers engaged in animal abuse;

82% of bestiality cases involve the

sexual abuse of a child;

65% of participants report their

abuser used physical harm to their

animals to control, coerce or punish

them;

56% of women who flee violence

report delaying leaving their abusers

due to concerns about the family

pet;

14.5% of participants report their

abuser killed their animals;

1/3 of those that do flee report

returning to either check on the

family pet or to move back in with

the abuser because of the pet.
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LOOKING FORWARD

Dayna Desmarais
President

Tasha Bateman
Vice-President

Leah Swanstrom,
C.P.A., C.A., C.B.B.

Treasurer

Dr. Lea Button, DVM
Board Member

Jennifer Rose
Board Member

Timothy N Sullivan,
M.A., LL.B.

Board Member

Our team consists of some really amazing leaders! We are fortunate to have a well rounded skill
set and perspective from our Board members. Our Executive Committee is currently comprised of
our President, Vice-President and Treasurer. 
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WE NEED YOU!

There are many ways that you can help SafePet Ottawa! You can foster, volunteer, donate and
share our posts on social media. Every share, every like and every mention in conversation means
someone will think of us and support our important work in whatever way they can. It also means
that for someone in trouble, help is just a phone call away.
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Every Penny Counts
Your support is so important and every penny counts. 
By becoming a donor you make a direct impact on the families
needing the help of SafePet Ottawa. 
 
It’s easy to give. Visit www.safepetottawa.com and click
on the ‘Donate Now’ button - then follow the prompts to
sign up as a monthly donor or any of the other donation
options.
 
To see your impact, please visit our YouTube page to
hear a brave survivor story. We are so grateful to Natalie
for her bravery in sharing her story. 

Connect With Us! 
343-882-0108 | info@safepetottawa.com

https://www.facebook.com/safepetottawa/
https://twitter.com/SafePet_Ottawa
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fp0CdP2Ioeg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-9uGaRMziWODdNpJu7i_LQ

