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Message from The President 
Dayna Desmarais 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
It is my distinct pleasure to present the first SafePet Ottawa Annual 
Report. Our 2017-2018 fiscal year was a year of both substantial 
growth and need, and it was also a year filled with success.  
 
November 2017 brought SafePet Ottawa to the national stage with 
representation at the inaugural LINK conference, the National 
Animal Welfare Conference in April 2018, as well as the 
Shelters of the Future Conference in June 2018. We have 
received requests from cities across Canada hoping to see this 
life saving program expand to their communities.  
 
This past spring, I was honoured to be presented with the CBC Ottawa Trailblazer Award and 
the Tsrimpa Award for Community Service from the Ottawa Wedding Awards. I was humbled 
to accept the awards but even more so, I was elated to be given new platforms to highlight 
the important work of SafePet Ottawa and reach new audiences of support.  
 
In October 2017, SafePet Ottawa hosted its 2nd Annual Gin & Jazz Ball. This gala event has 
become our annual fundraising celebration of the successes that we have experienced 
throughout the year. Successes included a variety of things, but most importantly, they 
include the people and animals we have helped and the relationships that we have built with 
our community partners. I look forward to the 3rd Annual Shine Through the Night Ball to be 
hosted in Ottawa on November 3, 2018.  
 
As we move forward, I want to recognize our volunteers who work tirelessly around the clock 
to care for their foster animals, respond to requests for care, answer inquiries from other 
communities and work to find funds to pay for temporary boarding and/or veterinary care. All 
of which, enables survivors to move pets to safety so that no family member is left behind. 
And, of course, our donors - you make it all possible. 
 
Because of you, SafePet Ottawa saved over 60 animals from close to 40 families in the 2017 
– 2018 fiscal year; a substantial growth from previous years.  
 
 
Thank you!  

 

Dayna Desmarais, President 
SafePet Ottawa 
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Mission 
 
To remove one of the barriers for people fleeing domestic violence by offering a foster 
based program to care for their pets. 
 

Vision 
 
To ensure that any person who needs to leave a situation of domestic violence will never 
need to decide between protecting themselves and protecting their pets.  
 

Program 
 

What We Do 
 
SafePet Ottawa is a grass-roots organization that helps victims 
of domestic violence flee to safety by ensuring they are never 
forced to decide between abandoning their pets with their 
abuser, surrendering them to a shelter or staying in the abusive 
relationship. Victims can be from all socioeconomic 
backgrounds, can be men, women, children, teens, young adults 
and members of the LGBTQ2+ community. When animals come 
into the SafePet program, they are immediately seen by a 
veterinarian and provided with vaccines and an exam. They are 
then placed into a foster home and provided with the necessary 
supplies for a comfortable stay for the duration their family is in 

a shelter. When the animals leave our program, they are reunited with their families and 
given the needed supplies to ensure a smooth transition home. 
 
SafePet Ottawa began with a group of passionate women who witnessed the dire need 
for a solution to help victims, their children and their pets leave violent relationships. Our 
program is the first successfully run organization of its kind. Since 2014, SafePet Ottawa 
has helped over 140 companion animals from over 80 families flee violence and has 
ensured that no one was forgotten or left behind. We have worked tirelessly as a 100% 
volunteer-run organization to ensure that the people who need us know we are here. 
SafePet Ottawa works to foster relationships with community leaders, advocate for 
stronger animal welfare laws, increase the acknowledgement of the link between 
domestic violence and animal abuse, as well as encouraging improvements to laws and 
funding surrounding programs for survivors of domestic violence. We are also proud to 
note, we successfully help men fleeing violence as well as teens and young adults, and 
members of the LGTBQ2+ community.  
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Program Impact  
 
The need for SafePet Ottawa’s program is growing. This past year saw the highest 
number of animals taken into the program with 63 pets from 39 families being supported 
by the SafePet program.  
 
In 2017, the slight dip in our number of intakes can be explained by noting that the 
violence against women shelters did not have any open beds for new intakes and our 
foster homes were at their maximum capacity. Due to the housing crisis, animals were 
staying with us longer than expected, prompting us to begin a campaign to recruit new 
foster homes who were able to keep animals for longer periods. SafePet Ottawa also 
made the decision to expand and begin partnering with more second stage (or transitional 
housing shelters) and hospitals to ensure that those fleeing with pets would not have to 
wait to exit. The number of intakes continues to rise as we continue to work on developing 
new partnerships and expanding our reach to ensure no family member is left behind.   
This led to the highest number of intakes that we have ever seen in the 2017-2018 fiscal 
year. 
 

 

 
 2016 2018 2017 



5 

Program Impact Continued 
 
In 2015-2016 fiscal year 90% of our families were able to move out of the shelters within 
3 months. In the 2016-2017 fiscal year, that number declined to half that, with only 41% 
of our clients being able to secure housing within 3 months. In the 2017-2018 fiscal year 
about half of our clients (56%) fell into the 0-3 month length of stay category.  
 

 
Length of Stay in Program (Months) 2016 2017 2018 

0 - 3 Months 44 14 35 

3 - 6 Months 4 8 14 

6 - 12 Months 0 10 2 

12 + Months 1 2 0 

Still in Program 0 0 12 

Total 49 34 63 
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Resources & Financial Management 
 
 
Fiscal 2018 Financial Results 
 
Below are the final unaudited numbers from our 2018 fiscal year, which represents the 
period from June 1, 2017 to May 31, 2018.  
 
 
Income 

From Individuals $7,088 

From Businesses $5,127 

From Events $5,398 

Total income $17,613 
 
Expenses 

Administration $989 

Insurance $1,794 

Education & Recruitment $1,512 

Veterinary Services $9,182 

Foster Supplies $2,162 

Total expenses $15,639 
 
 
 
 
Relative to 2017, 2018 saw an increase in donations of 18%. With an increase in funding 
we were able to grow our program and also provide more resources for pets in our care. 
With an increased number of pets in our care, veterinary expenses went up by 250% and 
foster supplies went up by 75%. It is important to note that we are very fortunate to have 
generous supporters and donors who help us by donating supplies, food and financial 
contributions ensuring that we keep our costs as low as possible. We are proud to 
highlight, that despite an increase in animals admitted into the SafePet Ottawa program, 
our administration expenses, inclusive of insurance, stayed consistent with the 2016-2017 
fiscal year. This is a result of our strict fiscal management and tireless volunteers who 
operate SafePet Ottawa with no financial compensation. Our financial goal as a not-for-
profit organization is to continue to grow our income through funding and private 
donations in order to fund our ever-expanding need to service our program.  
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Thought Leadership 
 

This year, we celebrate new research completed by Dr. Amy Fitzgerald of the University 
of Windsor. Her research focuses on the proven link between domestic violence and 
animal abuse. This is important because with the previous lack of research there was 
very little to show our law and policy makers that not only is domestic violence a problem, 
it is a problem that is affecting both people and animals. Dr. Fitzgerald has been actively 
attending conferences, giving lectures and encouraging people who work and volunteer 
in the domestic violence sector to reach out, ask questions and share information.  
 
Some of her note-worthy publications on the subject of intimate partner violence and 
animal abuse are listed here: 
 

- Fitzgerald, Amy. Animal Abuse and Family Violence: Researching the 
Interrelationships of Abusive Power. Mellen Studies in Sociology (Book 48), Edwin 
Mellen Pr, June 30, 2005. 

- Amy Fitzgerald, Betty Barrett, Rachael Shwom, Rochelle Stevenson & Elena 
Chernyak (2016) Development of the Partner’s Treatment of Animals 
Scale, Anthrozoös, 29:4, 611-625, DOI: 10.1080/08927936.2016.1228760.  

- Fitzgerald, Amy J., Rochelle Stevenson, and Antonio R. Verbora. “Examining 
Animal Abuse through a Sociological Lens: Theoretical and Empirical 
Developments.” Animal Cruelty A Multidisciplinary Approach to Understanding, 
edited by Mary P. Brewster and Cassandra L. Reyes, 2016, pp 326 – 54. 

 
 
On the Horizon & Movin’ On Up! 
 
We are also very excited for the 2019 LINK Conference which 
will take place in Toronto in November 2019. Mark your 
calendars!  
 
SafePet Ottawa is currently in the process of seeking funding 
to allow for program expansion, first provincially and then 
eventually nationally. We are successfully negotiating 
partnerships with VCA Hospitals across Ottawa as well as with 
Mantra Mutts (Muttlucks), and Boehringer-Ingelheim. We are 
thrilled to have built relationships with companies that truly 
believe in giving back and helping to ensure families can safely 
flee violence together.  
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Looking Forward 
 
Our growing team consists of some pretty amazing people. We are very fortunate to have 
a board of directors that is engaged and involved. Our Executive Committee is currently 
comprised of our board President, Vice-President/Foster Coordinator and Treasurer.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Dayna Desmarais 
President/Chair 

Leah Swanstrom 
Treasurer 

 

Tasha Bateman 
Vice-President/Foster 

Coordinator 

Dr. Lea Button, DVM 
Board Member 

 

Erica Pelletier 
Board Member 

 

Jennifer Rose 
Board Member 
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o Volunteer with SafePet Ottawa 

o Foster with SafePet Ottawa 

o Volunteer in a different way: _______________________________________ 

Please visit our website www.safepetottawa.com to learn more or call us at 323.882.0108. 
 
 Send this form by mail to us at PO Box 71087 RPO Laurier West, Ottawa ON K2P 2L9 
 
Name:  ____________________________ Phone: ___________________________ 

Email:  ______________________________________________________________ 

Address:  ____________________________________________________________ 

We Need Your Help 
 
There are many ways you can help SafePet Ottawa! You can foster, volunteer, donate 
and share on social media! Every share, every like, every mention in conversation means 
someone will think of us and support our important work in whatever way they can. It also 
means that for someone in trouble, help is just a phone call away.  
 
Every Penny Matters 
 
Your support is so important. Every penny counts, and no gift is 
too small. You can have a direct impact on helping families 
fleeing violence by making a contribution. Without you we cannot 
do what we do. Become a regular monthly donor by visiting our 
website: www.safepetottawa.com and clicking on the “Donate 
Now” button and following the prompts. Don’t want to donate 
monthly? No problem! Check out the “Donate Now” button on 
our website for other donation options including one-time gifts.  
 
You can also send a cheque to us: SafePet Ottawa, PO Box 
71087 RPO Laurier West, Ottawa, ON, K2P 2L9. 
 
Volunteer and Help Make a Difference 
 
Thinking about volunteering? We’d love to have you! Just get in touch with us: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Connect With Us!              
(343) 882-0108 | info@safepetottawa.com 


